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him to sit down, and presented him coffee; the chas-
seur asked the kh djas name and designation. When
he requested leave to depart, the khwdja having pre-
sented him with some pieces [of cloth] and sundry
rarities, dismissed him. In the morning, when the
chasseur attended the king's audience, he related to
those present the circumstances of the khwaJja; by
degrees it came to my knowledge ; I called the chas-
seur before me, and asked about the merchant.

He related whatever he had seen. On hearing of
the dog's exalted state, and the two men's confine-
ment in the cage, I was quite indignant, and exclaimed,
that reprobate of a merchant deserves death! I or-
dered some of my executioners, saying, "Go imme-
diately, and cut off and bring me the heretic's head."
By chance, the same ambassador of the Franks was
present at the audience; he smiled, and I became
still more angry, and said, " O, disrespectful; to dis-
play one's teeth1 without cause in the presence of
kings, is remote from good manners; it is better to
weep than laugh out of season." The ambassador
replied, "Mighty sire, several ideas came across my
mind, for which reason I smiled \ the first was, that
the wazlr had spoken truth, and would now be released
from prison; secondly, that your majesty will be un-
stained with the innocent blood of the wazlr; and the
third was, that the asylum of the universe, without
cause or crime, ordered the merchant to be put to
death. At all these circumstances I was surprised,

1 The phrase " dant %hplne" is fully explained in my Grammar, page 129.
It appears to have sadly puzzled a learned critic, to whom I have
sionaUy alluded.